


Seminary NE5 M813b ci
Morehouse, Mildred. 110105 000
A branch made strong : a short

3 9311 00081606 2
GRACE COLL/SEM-MORGAN LIBRARY

A Branch Made Strong

A Short History of FEGC/SEND Japan:

1945-1985

by
Mildred Morehouse
Bertha Neufeld

GRACE COLLEGE LIBRARY
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA



Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts:

look down from heaven, and behold,

and visit this vine;

and the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted,
and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.

Psalm 80:14-15 KJV
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Introduction

Missions is a humanly impossible task. Nowhere is this more self-
evident than in the country of Japan. However, mission is God's work
and "nothing is impossible with God"!

This book gratefully acknowledges the work of missicnaries and
Japanese pastors, who have labored long and hard to proclaim Christ
and to see living churches established! FEGC/SEND has been a branch,
strengthened and tested by time and adversity. which by God's grace is
bearing fruit; fruit which shall remain because it draws its life from
the True Vine. That fruit is the result of supernatural work through
very human instruments.

This book will recall humble beginnings, great vision and many tears.
It will record the struggle of faith as new areas are penetrated with
the Gospel. It is the story of great people who have labored for the
Kingdom. It is written to chronicle what God has done through
FEGC/SEND. In doing so, we acknowledge the sacrificial ministry of
churches and individuals who have given and prayed for the ministry
in Japan. It is the story of a living branch made strong through
adversity. It is the story of what can be done through persevering
faith! It is the story of God's faithfulness!

This is not a final story but the story of the first fruits and
foundations. It is a continuing story as the branch bears more fruit.

We hope this book will challenge a new generation of missionaries not
to grow weary in well doing for in due time they too shall reap!

Frank M. Severn
General Director
SEND International



Forward
SEND AND I

I hate war. We must never do it again, or ever get involved in it.
Yet World War II brought us one very good thing.

After Japan lost the war, the Emperor declared his humanity, and the
door for gospel proclamation was flung wide open. A large number of
missionaries came in, and the postwar church in Japan was raised up.

At that time, quite literally born out of the disaster of the war,
SEND (formerly FEGC) came as a special gift from God. Over the years
in both public and private capacities, I have been greatly indebted to
SEND International.

1) Before I dedicated myself for the ministry, I had my teaching
credentials, and taught in the Tokyo Women's Higher Normal School (now
Ochanomizu Women's University). As a young Christian I was zealous in
witnessing to my students, but when it came to actually leading them
to salvation, I would bring them for SEND missionaries to deal with.

A can't count how many of my students were led to Christ by SEND
missionaries! I also enjoyed good fellowship with ex-Chaplain Sweet
in those days.

2) While I was studying in America, God quite wonderfully led me into
radio evangelism among the 250,000 Japanese people living on the west
coast. Thus, when I came back to Japan, I was all fired up about
preaching the gospel by radio in Japan, too.

There were six Japan missionaries who were burdened for gospel radio,
and three of them were from SEND. They not only gladly received me as
a fellow workér, but, young as I was, they even chose me as director.
We committed ourselves to God for radio evangelism, worked as one
unit, and were closer than blood brothers. From our efforts has come
the Pacific Broadcasting Association (PBA). Now both radio and
television evangelism is carried on, all under the sponsorship of
Japanese churches. For over thirty-six years SEND has continued to
support and encourage PBA, as well as provide staff and board members.
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3) In 1958 I was one of three men involved in the founding of Japan
Bible Seminary. Now it is one of the main seminaries for evangelicals
in Japan, and has sent hundreds of young workers into the ranks of the
gospel ministry. SEND has given maximum cooperation since the early
days, and has unselfishly backed up the school. lhen we were short of
funds at the start, and had no way to pay the first year's rent on the
school building, SEND stood by and bailed us out. They have continued
to provide faculty and board members for the seminary.

4) In 1970 the Sodoin Dendo project (Mobilization Evangelism) was
begun in Japan, and it still continues. It fills an important role in
seeking to cover Japan with the gospel. I feel it has a distinctive
place in the history of religion and evangelism in Japan. It was a
SEND missionary, Rollin Reasoner, who provided the motivation and the
incentive to start this ministry. He has continued to play a ma jor
role in the committee, as well as to help provide some full time
missionary personnel from SEND.

I don't like war. But I praise his Name and give the Lord unending
thanks for SEND, which He raised up out of the war situation.

Japan has miraculously recovered from the war, and has become one of
the world's major economic powers. I feel that God is thus preparing
Japan to take a role in world evangelism. Uhere formerly bombs and
tanks brought destruction, now we must sacrifice and go out to carry
the gospel to these lands.

When I think of the good example set by SEND International, my heart
is warmed. I thank God for SEND, and praise His Name. Hallelujah!

Akira Hatori
Director, and Radio Pastor of PBA
President, Japan Bible Seminary

Chairman, Mobilization Evangelism
Member, SEND Board of Reference
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Chapter 1

Birth of a Mission

1945-1948

Not much was left standing in Yokohama in August of 1945, After
several hundred American bombers had brought fire and destruction to
wooden houses and buildings, only a few skeletons of concrete
structures remained to mark the once prosperous port city. Tokyo Bay
was filled with American and allied ships of all kinds when formal
surrender terms were signed on September 2 aboard the USS Missouri.
As transports edged their way out of the maze of ships and headed for
the Center Pier area, GIs were cautious. Devastation and rubble
spread all around them as they fanned out over the city in jeeps and
trucks that carried them on their missions of occupation.

But as they drove away from the pier area, some of them noticed one
small building, still intact, that stood just in front of the pier.
It was a church that had somehow miraculously survived the bombing.
Probably none of them knew enough about Japanese history to know that
the Yokohama Kaigan Church had been the first organized Protestant
church in Japan, and had marked the start of the Protestant movement
that eventually covered all of Japan beginning in the latter half of
the nineteenth century. Nor did those GIs hurrying by realize that
this same Kaigan Church was about to play an important role as the
starting point for a new movement for the evangelization of postwar
Japan. Here, then, is the story of what unfolded.

GOD WORKS ALL THINGS TOGETHER

In the ensuing weeks and months of the occupation a unique drama began
to unfold. Conqueror and conquered alike were to find themselves



drawn together in many new roles and relationships. For an active
group of Christian GIs, thrilling spiritual adventures were about to
alter their lives.

Japan lay devastated and broken. Air raids had destroyed nearly all
major cities and the nation's industrial capacity. Transportation was
crippled, and equipment in precarious repair. Millions of city
dwellers had been evacuated to the countryside, especially the
children. Japanese colonists began to stream back from the broken
remnants of the once farflung empire of Japan. [Military men were
coming back to civilian life, but there were no jobs or homes to come
back to. An estimated eight million people crowded back into
economically crippled Japan in the two or three years following the
close of the war.

After years of wartime propaganda, Japanese people were understandably
afraid of what the Occupation Army might do. But on the whole the
veterans who came in during the early days of the occupation were
tired of war, and didn't cause much trouble. In the first few days of
occupation, very few civilians were seen, and especially no children.
But from somewhere a curious youngster would peek out from behind some
rubble, and a GI would smile and toss him a chocolate bar. These bars
were lunch rations for GIs on the move, and little by little the
chocolate bars would win over their fears.

Even when American military units are far from home, a corps of
Christian chaplains is on hand to provide for the spiritual needs of
the men and women. During the Pacific fighting, evangelical chaplains
were helping Christian GIs to grou spiritually.
"cuen as bombs were falling on nearby Biak, and men were
being sent back from the Philippines to New Guinea hospitals
(after October 1944), we chaplains were holding forth the Word
of Life in the jungles of New Guinea. First in the old
Medicine Bowl of the 51st General Hospital in the Hollandia
Area, and then up on MacArthur's Hill, the men gathered every
Saturday night to sing and speak the praise of God and enjoy
a fellowship never paralleled. It was the fellowship of the
family of God. Not ony were we 'sons of God' but 'daughters'
as well, as our WACS, WAVES and nurses will testify."
By the Grace of God, p. 1 by G. Hixson

As the battle lines moved forward, the GI witness moved forward, too.






