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SEND Russia Appointee Requirements 
  
  
Pre-field Requirements (all reading requirements below are in addition to the COP and MOP 
requirements) 
  
1. Adherence to the core requirements outlined in the “SEND Core Requirements.doc” document 

adopted by IC 2012. 
2. Language acquisition course (PILAT or equivalent). All non-PILAT courses (especially college 

courses) must be reviewed/approved by the Language & Orientation (L&O) Coordinator from SEND 
Russia before it would be accepted as a comparable substitute. Exemptions to this requirement will 
be considered for any appointee who already speaks multiple languages. 

3. A completed Language Profile form from the L&O Coordinator.  This will provide pertinent information 
regarding learning style, language experience, attitudes and beliefs about language learning. 

4. Language Interview/Field Interviews. An initial Skype meeting will be arranged with the appointee 
and L&O to ask pertinent questions and to talk about the prospective language program, 
expectations, etc. It is strongly encouraged that either the Team Leader or the L&O Coordinator will 
set up two or three interviews with the appointee and other missionaries on the field for the purpose 
of answering questions and developing contact with the team.    

5. Reading (all of the following books read in their entirety):  
a) SEND Russia Manual 
b) General Reading List 

i) From Nyet to Da (Yale Richmond) 
ii) Cross-Cultural Servanthood (Duane Elmer) 
iii) Spiritual Warfare (Jerry Rankin) 

c) Tibetan Buddhist Reading (for those who will be in the TB context) 
i) Understanding Folk Religions (Paul G. Hiebert, Tite Tienou, R. Daniel Shaw) 

 
Pre-field Recommendations 
  
1. Sharpening Your Interpersonal Skills (strongly recommended) 
2. Russian language (beginner level for at least a minimal introduction): Rosetta Stone, Russian I 
3. Let the Nations Be Glad (John Piper) 
 
Requirements Upon Arrival to Field 
 
1. Meet with the L&O Coordinator for field orientation. 
2. Read SEND Russia’s “Online Presence Guidelines”. 
3. Read SEND Russia’s “Digital Security Overview”. 
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Requirements During First Two Years of Language Study 
 
1. General Reading List (read the following items and discuss with team leader or someone from L&O) 

a) Eastern Orthodox Christianity: A Western Perspective (Daniel B. Clendenin)  
b) Ministering Cross-Culturally (Sherwood G. Lingenfelter) 
c) “Standing in Line” (online article) 
d) “Why Russians Don’t Smile” (online article) 

 
2. Tibetan Buddhist reading (for those who will be in a TB context, read one (1) book from the above list 

and the following two (2) books and discuss with team leader or someone from L&O) 
a) Jesus in a New Age, Dalai Lama World: Defending and Sharing Christ with Buddhists (M Tsering) 
b) Communicating Christ in the Tibetan-Buddhist World (Paul De Neui, David Lim) 

 
Requirements During Two Years Following Language Study 
 
1. General Readiing List (read and discuss with team leader or someone from L&O) 

a) When Helping Hurts (Steve Corbett & Brian Fikkert) 
b) One (1) of the following books: 

i) Western Saints in Holy Russia (John McNeill) 
ii) Russka: The Novel of Russia (Edward Rutherfurd) 
iii) Cross-Cultural Conflict (Duane Elmer) 

 
2. Tibetan Buddhist Reading (for those who will be in a TB context, read one (1) book from the above 

list and two (2) books from the following list and discuss with team leader or someone from L&O) 
a) Testimony of Shaman Coming to Christ: Tibetan-Buddhism course (book 1 & 2) 
b) I Once was a Buddhist Nun (Esther Baker) 
c) The Shaman's Coat: A Native History of Siberia (Anna Reid) 

 
 
Note: Alternatives to the required reading will be found for those who do not speak English as their first 
language. 


