
Tokyo D House:   Myths and Truth;  
Myths: Interns will be living in a Japanese home, with Japanese, sleeping on tatami flooring. 

Truth: Interns will be living in a home built in Japan by Japanese that looks more like a western 
house, living in a home with missionaries, on beds with Japanese futons. 


Myths: Interns will be fluent in Japanese after three months. 

Truth: Interns will be taking two to three hours of language a week to get a feel of the 
language, learn a few sentence patterns and a few words to seek to communicate a little.  It 
takes about 2 years, going to class for three to four hours a day, five days a week, to get the 
foundation of Japanese. 


Myths: Interns will be discipling Japanese students and teaching the Word of God in Japanese 
to these students. 

Truth: Interns will be attending discipleship groups related to high school students and have 
opportunities to build relationships with such.  It is really hard to disciple students without 
knowing their language. Interns will be attending a discipleship ministry among International 
high school students (kids who attend a missionary kids school) and have opportunities to 
build relationships with such. 


Myths: Interns will be sharing their testimonies at least once a week. 

Trust: Throughout the two / three months interns will get to share their testimony of their faith 
in Jesus Christ through an interpreter. 


Myths: Interns will be driving a car while they are in Japan. 

Truth: Interns will be riding a bicycle almost everyday during their time in Japan.


Myths: Interns will be preparing and cooking their own food for the two to three months they 
are in the Tokyo D House. 

Truth: Carolyn will be teaching the interns how to shop on the Japanese market, how to 
prepare and cook food. Most of the meals will be cooked by Carolyn with the help of the 
interns with a lot of the meals. 


Myths: Interns will be eating only Japanese food everyday and raw fish will be a regular diet. 

Truth: Interns will be eating both Western and Japanese food cooked by Carolyn.  Sushi will be 
part of the experience in Japan but not a regular diet at our table. 


Myths: There will be a butler and maid in the home to clean, wash dishes, wash each interns 
clothes and hang them on the line outside to dry, iron and fold the clothes and have them on 
each bed by bedtime each evening. 

Truth: Each interns will learn how to clean their own room, help wash dishes (no dish washer in 
Japan), learn to wash their own clothes and how to hang the clothes on the outside line on nice   
days. Butlers and maids are in another country enjoying life to its fullest….probably…. 


Myths: Interns in the Tokyo D House will be spending most of their time in the home being 
discipled by Ron and Carolyn. 

Truth: Missionaries throughout Japan, with SEND International, will have a part in each of the 
interns lives. Some missionaries will be directly discipling the interns throughout each week 
and the interns will be learning disciple principles by many people during their time in Japan.  




Myths: Interns will be in a ministry everyday - giving out to others. 

Truth: Interns will be in language school, have time to build relationships with people, be in 
direct ministry two to three times a week. There will be times to spend with SEND missionaries 
in their various ministries to see what missions is all about.  Each intern will experience the 
reality of missions in Japan.  There will be a day off per week for the interns. 


Myths: Only the interns will be in the Tokyo D House since the place is small and will be 
crowded.. 

Truth: The Tokyo D House has a tendency to have a lot of people coming and going to be 
discipled, to disciple, to have a meal from Carolyn’s kitchen, to see a good movie and talk 
about how the movie is related to discipleship and to play games. Not many dull moments in 
the Tokyo D House. 


Myths: Interns will be walking and riding bicycles most of the time getting from place to place. 

Truth: Yes, walking and riding bicycles will be a daily happening but learning to take commuter 
trains to various places will be a big part of the intern’s life. Within two weeks all interns will be 
riding the trains without a guide, going from ministry to ministry by themselves.  The interns will 
be riding the bullet train (Shinkansen) from Tokyo to Sendai to visit Tohoku D House.  This train 
runs about 268 miles per hour or 431 Km/h. 


Myths: Interns will only be in the greater Tokyo area during their internship. 

Truth: Interns will have times at each of our camping ministries, will be going on a snow camp 
weekend with high school students from the missionary kids’ school to experience the reality 
of discipleship. 


Myths: The weather in Tokyo stays around 76 degrees all the time.

Truth: The weather from January to first of April will be the coldest times in Japan.  The 
weather will be in the upper 20s - lower 30s F, most of the time you are in Japan. Inside temp-
erature is much lower than in your home in America. The weather begins to warm up in mid-
March. 


Myths: There are no washing machines in the Tokyo D House so we have to wash all clothes 
by hand so the interns need to bring clothes for two to three months so they won’t have to 
wash them by hand. 

Truth: We do have a very good, computer controlled washing machine. A dryer is reserved for 
prolonged days of inclement weather. Each intern should bring clothes for at least ten days.


Myths: Interns only need jeans, shorts for a surprise hot day and T-shirts. 

Truth: Hummm….. yes, bring jeans and T-shirts, one pair of nice khaki pants and a nice shirt 
for church services and special events, good walking shoes such as tennis shoes/basketball 
shoes or whatever you call them in your culture.  It is going to be cold so bring a hat, gloves 
and a scarf, a pair of warm slippers (you probably never wear slippers at your house) but this 
is Japan and we all wear slippers in the home since we have a “no outside shoe” home and our 
homes here are not heated as warm a as your home in North America. Yes, our home is heated 
but no central heat.  All heat is turned off at night as a precaution against fires and 
earthquakes.  If you get cold easily a pair of long underwear is great on those cold days when 
you are standing on a platform waiting for that train to arrive.  Sweatshirts are a great thing, 
hoodie, etc.  Bedrooms are not heated at night so remember this…. Yes you are coming to a 
really different culture. If you have snow shoes you might like to bring a pair for those cold 
days with snow. Yes, a pair of shorts is fine for in the home and for that really special warm 
day that comes and goes in March.


